ATC clearances

Clearances requirements -  91.173 

No person may operate an air craft in controlled airspace under IFR 
                                        unless that person has -

A. Filed an IFR flight plan 

B. Received an appropriate ATC clearance 

Elements of an IFR clearance -
Clearance limit 

Route 

Altitude 

Frequency (for departure control)

Transponder code 

Cleared as filed -
· You are cleared in accordance with the route filed in the flight plan but it does not include altitude, DP or DP transition. 

Cruse / maintain clearance -
· Clearance for the pilot to conduct flight at any altitude from the MEA altitude up to the altitude instructed in the clearance.

· Once you have started your decent and verbally reported leaving the block you may not return to that altitude with out further clearance, also cleared for an approach 

Clearance limit -  91.185

· The point of witch an aircraft is granted an ATC clearance , such as to a fix or air way , if not cleared fully to your destination you should expect further clearance .

Holding clearance -

Direction from fix 

Holding fix 

Holding course 

Altitude 

Direction of turn 

Leg length 

Expect further clearance 

Expect further clearance will be followed by [time now 1330 expect further clearance at 1335 ]

Approach clearance - 
Authorized by ATC for a pilot to conduct an instrument approach  type of approach when required

VFR on top - 
· ATC otherises a IFR pilot to operate in VFR conditions at any appropriate VFR altitude 

· The pilot must then abide by VFR cloud limits while maintaining IFR minimum altitudes 

· Provide your own VFR separation, main reason , must be requested by pilot , must be below 17,999feet  

VFR over the top - 
· Not on an IFR flight plan but still have visual references such as buildings and mountains Just a low layer of clouds underneath you 

Composite flight plan -
· A flight plan witch specifies VFR operation for one portion of the flight and IFR for another portion, primarily used for the military 

Hold for IFR release -
· Used by ATC to advise the pilot of time restraints due to IFR separation 

Clearance void time -

· A time specified by ATC unit at witch a clearance ceases to be valid , unless the aircraft concerned has already taken action to comply therewith 

Air bourn clearance - or Pop up clearance 

· In flight call ATC for IFR clearance to fly to such airport for approach 

· For us as an r-22 we have to stay VFR 

